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November, 2016 

News and Views 
Dear Friends, 

     Dualistic thinking these days?  Red and Blue, Black 

and White ... could make us all "black and blue!" I am 

amazed at how much I have been enticed into following 

the election lead stories this fall. At times I've been on 

the edge of my seat watching what some have called a 

horse race! Or perhaps the allure is due to the reality 

TV entertainment factor, sadly about the negative and 

the shocking. 

     Part of the temptation that gets most of us is dualistic 

thinking that tends to demonize (that has caused 

movements like Never Trump and Jail Hillary!).  No 

wonder many people are talking about choosing the 

"lesser of two evils." This whole election cycle has spent 

more time comparing flaws and sins than discussing the 

differences on substantive issues..... "Who is the worse 

sinner" seems to be the question, rather than who might 

make a better leader (and what about 3rd party 

candidates that are not part of the hate-filled 

mudslinging?). 

     Okay, as I am apt to say, enter Jesus and the Holy 

Spirit!  A couple favorite scripture verses for me are: 

"He who is without sin cast the first stone," and "All 

have fallen short of the glory of God." Whoever wins, he 

or she will be a very imperfect leader, and the country 

will have to resolve to work together, especially across 

the aisles. The Congress will have to re-learn the ancient 

art of compromise, even forgiveness! 

     And since all politics start at the local level, we will 

have our own issues to grapple with as a church 

community. Can we model a community that is willing 

to listen to differences, disagree without being 

disagreeable, and engage in the art of conflict resolution 

without insults or violence? 

     I'll leave you with a verse from my new song: “On the 

surface things may seem black and white, our 

viewpoints clear as day and night. Going deeper we 

realize that rainbow hues give beauty to life, and bring 

good news!”  Please join me in committing to move 

ahead with the spirit of healing and reconciliation for 

our country, starting with family and community! 

 

Yours in Christ's Spirit,  

Ross  

 

 

Belleville Congregational Church 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

of the United Church of Christ 

MISSION OF BELLEVILLE CHURCH 

Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus Christ, we 

seek to be a welcoming, affirming, and healing 

congregation.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we are 

inspired to grow and be renewed through our 

worship, fellowship, Scripture study and the 

sharing of our gifts. Strengthened by God’s love 

and guidance, we strive to serve with compassion 

those in need, both near and far. 
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2016 CALENDAR 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

  1 

All Saints Day 

2 3 

1:30 Gentle 

Chair Yoga & 

Tai Chi 

5:45pm Bible 

Exploration 

7pm Choir 

practice 

4 

6:30pm piano 

recital 

5 

9-12 Thrift Shop 

12:30 – 3 

Blackwood 

acting class 

6 

10am Worship 

11:15 Youth choir 

rehearsal 

 Daylight  Savings 

Time Ends 

7 

7pm CODA 

8 

9am Worship 

& Education  

9 

9-12 Thrift Shop 

7:30pm 

Stewardship & 

Finance 

10 

1:30 Gentle 

Chair Yoga & 

Tai Chi 

5:45pm Bible 

Exploration 

7pm Choir 

practice  

11 12 

9- 12 Thrift Shop 

7:30pm 

A night of 

cabaret with 

Tom Whateley 

 

13 

10am Worship 

11:15 Youth choir 

rehearsal 

14 

7pm CODA 

15 

1:30 Service 

Club 

7pm Executive 

Board 

16 

9-12 Thrift Shop 

6pm Men’s 

Fellowship Dinner 

 

17 

1:30 Gentle 

Chair Yoga & 

Tai Chi 

5:45pm Bible 

Exploration 

7pm Choir 

practice  

18 

8pm NRBQ 

Roots Concert 

19 

9-12 Thrift Shop 

12:30 – 3 

Blackwood 

acting class 

 

20 

10am Worship 

11:15 Youth 

Choir rehearsal 

 

21 

7pm CODA 

22 

 

23 

9- 12 Thrift Shop 

 

24

 

25 

 

26 

9-12 Thrift Shop 

 

27 

10am Worship 

11:15 Youth choir 

rehearsal 

28 

7pm CODA 

7pm NCS 

rehearsal in the 

Meetinghouse 

 

29 

 

30 

9-12 Thrift Shop 
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NOTE DATE CHANGE 

 

 
 

 

 
Service Club will meet on Tuesday, November 15

h
 at 1:30 in the Banister Room. All are 

welcome! 

  

November     December 
6 Jamie Beauparlant   1 James Marshall 

8 Annika Ellis    2 Stephen Middler 

10 Jon Williamson   10 Jennifer Allard 

10 Helen Hatcher   10 Tyler Jay 

20 Judi Smith    20 Jean Kirkpatrick 

26 Sue Wolfendale   21 Michael Allard 

28 Jon Pearson    22 Scott Smith 

28 Christina Grandoni  25 Norm Hansen 
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Saturday morning November 12
th 

Come join the fun at Belleville Church from9 – 12. 

Meet Santa Claus, Mrs. Clause and Evergreen the Elf. 
 

Bring you cameras, capture memories, enjoy hot chocolate, holiday treats and activities. 

Donation gratefully accepted. 

 

 

 
 

Belleville Congregational Church Presents... 

TomWhateley's BROADAY AND ALL THAT JAZZ!  A Night of Cabaret. 

Saturday, November 12 @ 7:30pm 

Broadway and All That Jazz! is a 2 Act Cabaret featuring songs from the Great White Way and 

the Great American Songbook. Join Tom and his cast as they sing their way thru some of the 

greatest tunes from Broadway and beyond. Act I is a traditional potpourri of songs and novelty 

numbers. Act II is the Dressing Room, where Tom invites the audience backstage for a birdseye 

view of how the stage actor prepares for a role.  All beards, wigs and costumes are put on in 

front of the audience where they get to see the whole transformation process happen before their 

eyes. Tom and Co. will then do a couple of songs from each show. Tickets are $20 at the door. 

For more information about Tom and the show visit blackratproductions.org 
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Sunday morning after the worship service. Come and make a joyful noise to the Lord! 

 

 

 

 
The adult choir rehearses Thursday evenings at 7pm. Come and lend your voice! 
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NRBQ on the Belleville Stage, Friday, November 18

th
 at 8:00 PM 

Belleville Roots Music is happy to have NRBQ return for their second concert at Belleville. 

The legendary NRBQ founder and driving force, Terry Adams, on keyboards and vocal, Scott 

Ligon on guitar and vocals, Casey McDonough on bass and vocals, and John Perrin on drums 

are joined by Lem Klimek on saxophone of the Whole Wheat Horns. NRBQ has been, since its 

origin close to 50 years ago, about the band and the audience on a ride together, without a 

musical map. The band still performs with no set list. Adams calls the songs as he feels them 

and the live show goes where it goes. NRBQ music is made fresh and in the moment, every 

performance is authentic and true. And the musicians in the band are up to the task. 

ñNRBQ is still liable to play anything. Roaring rockabilly, transcendent pop-rock, roadhouse 

blues, avant jazz-you name it.ò Minneapolis Tribune. 

Tickets are $30 in advance/$35 day of show/$10 children 18 and under. Tickets are available at 

Dyno Records, Belleville Congregational Church Office on Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

mornings from 9 to 1, the Belleville Thrift Shop on Wednesday and Saturday mornings from 9 

to noon, online at: www.brownpapertickets.com 
 
 

Daylight savings time ENDS November 6th 
 

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
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Belleville Church Thrift Shop  

 
 

Come by and see whatôs new!  The thrift shop is  

open every Wednesday and Saturday 9am ï noon. 

 
Menõs Fellowship Dinner 

 
Wednesday, November 16th  

6:00pm gathering, 6:30 supper 
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November 

6 Nancy Canali, Kelly Burke-Anderson & Diana Bondar 

13 Marcia Samuelson, Bob Locke & Dorothy Williamson 

20 Audrey Clarkson, Jennifer Allard & Irene Bradford 

27 Marion Spark, Kathy Raywood & Ben Heersink 

 

      December 

4 Peggy Utterback, Marge Killam & Mardee Beauparlant 

11 Sue Wolfendale, Norma Dean & Lynn Varney 

18 Audrey Clarkson, Diane Crofts & Janet Woodman 

25 Christmas Day ð no coffee hour 
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Communion is the first Sunday of each month 

  November      December 

6 The Allard Family  4  The Dean Family 

13 Mardee & Carol Beauparlant  11 Shirley & Bob Locke 

20 Jean Kirkpatrick & Peggy Utterback  18 Carolyn Kyle & Hans Erwich 

27 Kelly Burke-Anderson & Michelle  24 Christmas Eve TBA 

 Anderson  25 Christmas Day TBA 

 

 

 

 

 
 

November    December 
6 Emery Rice    4 Hunter Anderson 

13 Gail Gandolfi   11 Lynn Varney 

20 Michelle Anderson   18 Gail Gandolfi 

27 Bill Silsby    24 Kelly Burke-Anderson 

      25 Ross Varney 
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Church Staff & Contact Information 

 

Pastor Ross Varney                978-462-4899 

Office hours:  Tuesday 11 AM – 12:30  

Wednesday & Thursday 10:30 AM - Noon;  

or by appointment. 

 

Church Office                            978-465-7734 

Valerie Gates, Office Administrator 

Office hours:  Tuesday, Thursday and 

Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 

Church Email: bcchurch@worldpath.net 

Website:  www.bellevillechurch.org  

 

Andrea DeGiovanni, Organist & Music 

Director 

 

Bob Locke, Sexton 

Newsletter Submissions 

Do you have an article that you would like to include in 

the monthly newsletter? 

If so, please submit your article to the church office by the 

25th of each month. 

Thank you! 

Church Officers 

Moderator: Kelly Burke-Anderson 

Clerk: Kathy Raywood 

Treasurer: Jim Samuelson 

Collector: Norma Dean 

Memorial Fund Treasurer:  

Auditor: 

Members-at-Large (Ex. Board) 

Shirley Locke & Ben Heersink 

Contact Persons 

Board of Fellowship & Outreach: 

Audrey Clarkson 

Board of Worship & Education: 

Gail Gandolfi  

Board of Stewardship & 

Finance:  Hans Erwich 

UCC Delegate:  

Sunday School Coordinator 

 

 

Flower Coordinator 

Shirley Locke 

 

Hospitality Coordinator 

Audrey Clarkson 

Belleville Congregational Church 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

of the United Church of Christ 

 

300 High Street 

Newburyport, MA 01950 

978-465-7734 

bcchurch@worldpath.net 

bellevillechurch.org 
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