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MISSION OF BELLEVILLE CHURCH
Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus Christ, we
seek to be a welcoming, affirming, and healing
congregation. Led by the Holy Spirit, we are
inspired to grow and be renewed through our
worship, fellowship, Scripture study and the
sharing of our gifts. Strengthened by God’s love
and guidance, we strive to serve with compassion
those in need, both near and far.
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News and Views

Dear Friends,

I recently re-read an old story about Sabbath from
"daily devotionals' that is wonderfully thought provoking,
especially in difficult economic times.

Like a good joke, the details can change a bit, so long as
you get the punch line (or moral of the story) right. So I'll
tell it the way | have heard or remembered it:

A fisherman in a small village in Costa Rica catches some
fish every morning, sells them at market in the early
afternoon, has an afternoon siesta, a tall glass of ice tea,
then has supper with friends. To make a long story
short(!), a wealthy U.S. business man on vacation tells the
fisherman how he can make more money by making his
fish business more regional, then investing new profits
into freezing his catch and ultimately even shipping his
product to Miami. The businessman would visit each year
with suggestions for how to keep growing. Finally, after
years of hard work and long hours to create a large
international fish company, the fisherman asks "'what
next?" and the businessman says, *"Well, now many
successful businessmen sell the business, retire, and spend
a good part of the year in some small village somewhere on
the Gulf of Mexico, do a little shopping in the morning,
have an afternoon siesta, a tall glass of ice tea, and then
has dinner with friends!

Well? Hopefully the moral of the story is obvious. The
need for true Sabbath has been mostly disregarded by our
culture. The devotional writer asks if we can set aside even
20 minutes a day to do something truly relaxing. The
month of May beckons us strongly to the great outdoors,
and | am reminded of our scripture readings from the
book of Revelation that John’s heavenly vision includes a
river of living water, surrounded by trees of life. Mountain
streams, ocean waters, trees beginning to "'leaf out" all
over the place to give us shade... and probably more
oxygen! The visionary of Revelation speaks of the leaves
as healing, with ""healing for the nations!"*

In this war-torn world, oh that the nations, and
especially leaders of nations could take some retreats by
mountain streams and life-giving trees! Can you imagine
leaders of warring countries having a hike, or a picnic
together???? OK, perhaps pie in the sky. But at least we
can live out the reality that "'peace begins with me," and
enjoy some of the simple pleasures of life with loved ones
and neighbors. We can make peace sharing some coffee or
tea or a meal with family and friends........ maybe near a
shaded river, like the heavenly vision.

A blessed May to all; time to get outdoors, time to enjoy
the simple Sabbaths in life, finding reasons to be thankful,
hopeful, and positive. Yours in Christ, Ross



2016 CALENDAR

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
10am Worship 6:30pm Girl 9- 12 Thrift Shop | 1:30 Gentle 9-12 Thrift Shop
11:15 Youth Choir | Scout Troop Chair Yoga 9 -1 RUMMGE
rehearsal #78171 5:45 Bible Study SALE
7pm CODA 7pm Choir
practice
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
10am Worship 6:30pm Girl Service Club 9-12 Thrift Shop 1:30 Gentle 9- 12 Thrift Shop
11:15 Youth Choir | Scout Troop 1:30pm 7:30pm Chair Yoga 8pm Roots
rehearsal #78171 5-9pm Flatbread | Stewardship & 5:45 Bible Study concert Cheryl
7pm CODA Fundraiser Finance 7pm Choir Wheeler
6pm Worship & practice
Education
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
10am Worship 6:30pm Girl 7pm Executive 9-12 Thrift Shop 1:30 Gentle 9-12 Thrift Shop
11:15 Youth Choir | Scout Troop Board 6pm Men’s Chair Yoga
rehearsal #78171 Fellowship Dinner | 5:45 Bible Study
Fellowship & 7pm CODA 7pm Choir
Outreach meets practice
after worship
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
10am Worship 6:30pm Girl 9-12 Thrift Shop | 1:30 Gentle 9-12 Thrift Shop
11:15 Youth Choir | Scout Troop Chair Yoga 8pm
rehearsal #78171 5:45 Bible Study Newburyport
11:30 ANNUAL 7pm CODA 7pm Choir Choral Society
MEETING PART practice Rummage Sale
1
29 30 31
10am Worship 6:30pm Girl
11:15 Youth choir | Scout Troop
rehearsal #78171
7pm CODA
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Chapel Allard
FHans Erwich
Jean Hansen
Jeanne Mantarian
Talya Ipbuken
Alexa Cedolin
Daryl Fay
Martha Kelleher
Jen Lovejoy Gandolfi
Carol Beauparlant
Tess Schmidt
Norma Dean
Amy Schmidt

Bill Silsby

Judy Moore
Taunvya Till

Rita Vreeland
Shirley Locke
Karen Conway
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Marcia Samuelson
Andrea Samuelson
Marcia Peirce

- d | ‘

=

PAeT I SUNDAY, MAY 22 AFTER

WORSHIP.

RePORTS ARE DUE maY 10.
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May Day Celebration

Join the festivities as we Celebrate May Day by dancing around the May pole, eating strawberry
shortcake and making May baskets to deliver to friends.

BASKETS

This fun event will take place during coffee hour on Sunday, May 1st.

If you are scheduled for Coffee Hour on May 1* please come to give the Sunday school
teachers a hand setting up. (Also be in charge of making the Punch by bringing ginger ale,
vanilla ice cream and sherbet)

The following lists what is we need people to bring. If your last name begins with:

A-J bring prepared strawberries
K-S bring angel food cake or shortcake
T-Z bring whipped cream

May Day baskets will also be made that day. If you would like to deliver a basket to any of our
friends and neighbors, that would be appreciated. Donations of flowers would also be
appreciated.

Thank you,

Belleville Sunday School Teachers



Sunday School Teachers Needed

SUNDAY SCHOOL

We could use some energetic people to help teach Sunday School next year. We schedule
according to availability and only have all hands on deck for special services. Our curriculum is
very easy to follow and the children are very enthusiastic! GIVE IT A TRY! REAP THE
REWARDS! Lots of love to go around!

Contact Pam Ellis, Kelly Burke-Anderson or Peggy Utterback

SERVICE CLUB

Our May meeting will be on May 3rd at 1pm. We will be setting up and marking items for our
annual rummage sale on May 7th. Come and join us if you can help.

Note: We will be having a second rummage sale on June 25th, so when finishing your spring
cleaning, items can still be donated



Progressive Christianity:
NDI vine Love

Talk and discussion with:
Rev. Jon Paul Sydnor, PhD

Associate Professor of Theology and Religious Studies
Emmanuel College, Boston

Belleville Church, Stage Room
300 High Street, Newburyport

Wednesday, May 11, 2016
7:00pm

(free of charge)
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Cheryl Wheeler, Singer/ Songwriter, in Concert on May 14" at 8:00 PM

Cheryl Wheeler i1s a gifted s ong welbedneoveredwi t
by artists as diverse as Peter, Paul and Mary, Kenny Loggins, Bette Midler, Dan Seals and
Garth Brooks. Cheryl is a natural storyteller with a fantastic sense of humor. Cheryl lives in
New England and travels around the country with her concerts.

ARare artistéstrong poetry, compl e
----Singout!

Tickets are $30 in advance/$35 day of show/$10 children 18 and under.



It's that time again for our ANNUAL SPRING RUMMAGE SALE. This year it will be on
Saturday, May 7th from 9 am to 1 pm. We will really need lots of help on both Sunday May 1st
after church to set up and again the day of the sale. When spring cleaning, please give us your
unwanted items. You can put them in the dining room at any time. Reallyé the sooner the
better! Remember, ALL the money goes to the church and it takes your donations and help to
make the sale a success. Thank-you.

Flatbread Fundraiser

On Tuesday, May 10" from 5-9 PM, there will be a fundraiser to support the Belleville Roots
Music Concert Seriesat FI|l at breadds in Amesbury. A pe
support the Series. There will be a raffle, too. Please come and support the Series and invite
your family and friends to come, too!! Thanks for your support.
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Going the
Extra Mile...

Jeanne Geiger
CRISIS CENTER

May 15th Extra Mile Offering will be for the

The Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center has been in existence since 1982 and has offices located in
both Newburyport and Amesbury. The goal/mission of the agency is to empower members of
our community to live free from fear, intimidation and threat of abuse by providing support,
advocacy and education. The agency provides a 24 hour emergency hotline, crisis counseling,
legal representation, children's trauma services, art therapy, emergency and transitional housing.
The agency partners with law enforcement, the courts, clergy, counselors and health care
workers to help people victimized by domestic violence.
Thank you for your support and please remember checks should be made out to Belleville
Church. One check will be sent for our donation.

member &1y
1 ¥ orientation

Belleville Congregational Church will hold a new member orientation /evening with dessert for
those interested in joining our Church community. Come learn about our mission, explore the
various boards and the different opportunities for you to share your gifts. Jim and Peggy
Utterback will host this event on Wednesday, Junelst. Time to be determined.
To give folks time for thoughtful contemplation, the new member blessing will be held during a
worship service sometime in September. If you are interested please contact Ross or the
Church office at 978-465-7734 and leave your information.
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Come by and sTaedhrifnshopis 6 s ne w!
open every Wednesday and Saturday 9am T noon.

Men’s Fellowship Dinner

Wednesday, May 25th
6:00pm gathering, 6:30 supper
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Youth choir rehearsal Sunday mornings after worship.
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Communion is the first Sunday of each month

May June
Norma Dean & Audrey Clarkson 5 Hans Erwich & Dan Fay
Shirley & Bob Locke 12 Kathy Raywood & Gail Gandolfi
Jean Kirkpatrick & Gail Gandolfi 19  Jean Kirkpatrick & Carol Beauparlant
Sue & Ben Heersink 26  Mardee Beauparlant & Audrey Clarkson

Amy & Ron Schmidt

ding |,

May June
1 Peggy Utterback 5 Gail Gandolfi
8 Ben Heersink 12 Carolyn Kyle
15  Gail Gandolfi 19  Bill Silsby
22  Hunter Anderson 26  Emery Rice

29  Sue Heersink
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c0FFEE HOUR

May

1 Diane Crofts, Mary Lou Tyler & Jennifer Allard

8 Audrey Clarkson, Jean Kirkpatrick & Helen Hatcher
15 Bill Silsby, Bob Locke & Ben Heersink

22 Janet Woodman, Audrey Clarkson & Pam Ellis

29 No Coffee Hour 1 Memorial Day Weekend

Newsflash!!

AThe Worship & Education Committee
will be offering gluten free communion bread in each tray.
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Belleville Congregational Church
An Open and Affirming Congregation
of the United Church of Christ

300 High Street
Newburyport, MA 01950
978-465-7734
bcchurch@worldpath.net
bellevillechurch.org

Church Staff & Contact Information

Pastor Ross Varney 978-462-4899
Office hours: Tuesday 11 AM —12:30
Wednesday & Thursday 10:30 AM - Noon;
or by appointment.

Church Office
Valerie Gates, Office Administrator
Office hours: Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday 9a.m.to 1 p.m.

Church Email: bechurch@worldpath.net
Website: www.bellevillechurch.org

Andrea DeGiovanni, Organist & Music
Director

Bob Locke, Sexton

978-465-7734

Newsletter Submissions
Do you have an article that you would like to include in
the monthly newsletter?
If so, please submit your article to the church office by the
25th of each month.
Thank you!

Church Officers

Moderator: Jean Hansen

Clerk: Kathy Raywood
Treasurer: Jim Samuelson
Collector: Norma Dean
Memorial Fund Treasurer: Kelly
Burke-Anderson

Auditor:

Members-at-Large (Ex. Board)

Contact Persons

Board of Fellowship & Outreach:

Nancy Canali
Board of Worship & Education:
Kelly Burke-Anderson

Board of Stewardship & Finance:

Hans Erwich, Jim Samuelson
UCC Delegate: Emery Rice

Sunday School Coordinator
Pam Ellis

Flower Coordinator
Shirley Locke

Hospitality Coordinator
Audrey Clarkson
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