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Belleville Congregational Church 

 

MISSION OF BELLEVILLE 

CHURCH 

Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus 

Christ, we seek to be a welcoming, 

affirming, and healing congregation.  Led by 

the Holy Spirit, we are inspired to grow and 

be renewed through our worship, fellowship, 

Scripture study and the sharing of our gifts.  

Strengthened by God’s love and guidance, 

we strive to serve with compassion those in 

need, both near and far. 

March 2014 

News and Views 

 

 

 
March brings so much to look forward to! Not 

only the start of spring (and ditching those shovels!) 

but also the Holy Season in Jewish and Christian 

traditions. Christians in the northern hemisphere call 

the season before Easter "Lent" for the lengthening of 

days. Some have also referred to this time as a 

"quickening" of life, which is reflected in nature of 

course. The sap starts to run, the birds begin to sing, 

flowers sprout, there seems to be so much activity as 

people venture forth more and cabin fever is lifted! The 

Church gets busier also because of Easter 

preparations, and now interfaith observances of the 

Hebrew Passover. 

For so long, it has been tradition in many 

Christian communities to give up or sacrifice 

something during Lent. This still may be a fine idea, 

choosing areas of life where we might indulge to excess. 

But many are gravitating to the idea of "adding" 

something during Lent, of a devotional or service 

nature. 

Call it "God Time" perhaps. If you are the kind 

of person that is already on the go all the time, this God 

Time might need to be things that slow life down. 

Perhaps more spiritual reading (we have some good 

books suggested for studies this spring). Perhaps some 

quiet sitting in prayer or meditation. Perhaps 

gardening projects, done in reverence and gratitude. If 

you have fallen captive to cabin fever or to staying in to 

avoid ice, then adding God Time might look more like 

getting out with some new group for service or for 

community building (OK, lots of opportunities with the 

Spring Roots Concerts!). 

The time-honored idea of Lent is that we 

prepare for a new Easter in our lives……. that we 

celebrate not only the Resurrection of Jesus some 2000 

years ago, but also that we note the ways that His Spirit 

is still active in the world and in us, as a spirit of death 

and resurrection, a spirit of transformation. 

Let us all look for a transformation in our lives. 

Adding an intentional "God time" might help us to see. 

We might give up something, or we might add 

something to help this happen. Whichever way fits 

best, let us find some "new Easter" of life, light, even 

joy! Amen? 

Ross 
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“Don’t be 

alarmed,” he said. 

“You are looking 

for Jesus the 

Nazarene, who 

was crucified. He 

has risen! He is not 

here.  Mark 16:6 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=240&biw=1365&bih=715&tbm=isch&tbnid=ZvLIDH64TX-cOM:&imgrefurl=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/gardening/gardenerscalendar/7413798/Gardening-calendar-March-2010.html&docid=gEK6zTrXI74i5M&imgurl=http://i.telegraph.co.uk/multimedia/archive/01595/garden-in-march_1595320c.jpg&w=460&h=288&ei=Qd7rUoKaD4qekQfbpICADg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=938&page=13&ndsp=21&ved=0CIkBEK0DMCw4yAE


2 
 

2014 CALENDAR 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

9am Thrift Shop 

9am 3MB 

Fencing 

2 

10am 

Worship 

 

3 

7pm CODA 

4 

 

5 

9 am Thrift Shop  

6 

6:15pm Bible 

Discussion 

7:30pm Choir 

practice 

8pm Roots 

Concert 

“Dervish” 

7 

 

8 

9am Thrift Shop 

9am 3MB 

Fencing 

6pm Triton 

Swim Team 

Banquet 

 

9 

10am  

Worship 

 

10 

1pm Service 

Club 

7pm CODA 

11 

1:30pm Service 

Club 

 

12 

9am Thrift Shop 

6:30pm Worship 

& Education 

7pm Stewardship 

& Finance 

 

 

13 

6:15pm Bible 

Discussion 

7:30pm Choir 

practice 

14 

 

15 

9am Thrift Shop 

9am 3MB 

Fencing 

 

16 

10am 

Worship 

3pm Community 

Healing Service 

3pm Sacred Harp 

Singers 

 

 

17 

 
7pm CODA 

18 

7:30pm 

Executive Board 

News & Views 

deadline 

 

19 

9am Thrift Shop 

 

20 

1pm Gentle 

Chair Yoga 

6:15pm Lenten 

Book Discussion 

7:30pm Choir 

practice 

21 

 

22 

9am Thrift Shop 

9am 3 MB 

Fencing 

 

23 

10a m 

Worship 

 

24 

7pm CODA 

25 

 

26 

9am Thrift Shop 

6:30pm Men’s 

Fellowship 

Supper 

27 

1pm Gentle 

Chair Yoga 

6:15pm Lenten 

Book Discussion 

7pm Christian 

Science talk on 

the Lord’s 

Prayer in the 

chapel 

7:30pm Choir 

practice 

28 
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Dervish Performs a Celtic Concert 
Belleville Roots Music presents Dervish, a Celtic band, in concert at the Belleville Stage, 300 High Street, 

Newburyport on Thursday, March 6
th

 at 8:00PM. Tickets are $30 in advance/$35 day of show/$10 

children 18 and under. 

 

Dervish concert performances of traditional Irish music are a myriad of tones and moods ranging from 

high energy tunes, played with fluidity and intuitiveness, to beautifully measured songs, from charming 

lyrics of life and love, to inspiring melodies that lift the audiences from their seats. Dervish is composed of  

the hauntingly charismatic vocals of Cathy Jordan and the dazzling virtuosity of award-winning 

instrumentalists like Tom Morrow, on fiddle, Liam Kelly on flute, and Shane Mitchell on accordion. The 

solid rhythm playing of Brian McDonagh and Michael Holmes drives the band. Other instruments used 

in their performances are the bodhran, mandola and bouzouki. The Irish band, Dervish, has toured 

through every corner of the globe and is one of the most sought after Irish acts internationally.   

www.dervish.ie 

 

 

http://www.dervish.ie/
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March Madness is here. 
Come to the Thrift Shop all March long and fill a bag of clothing for only $5.00. Please spread 

the word to all your friends. 

The thrift shop is open every Wednesday and Saturday 9am – noon. 

Come by and see what’s new. 

 

 

SERVICE CLUB 
The March 11th Service Club meeting will be held in the Bannister Room at 1:30. After a brief 

meeting and refreshments, we will be having a fun time playing Bingo. We have some great 

prizes planned so come and join us. 
 

 

 
 

Our annual Rummage Sale will be Saturday April 12th from 9 to 1.  It is not too early to start 

looking for items you may want to donate. Just drop them off in the dining room anytime. It’s a 

lot easier to mark things as they come in than trying to mark everything the day before the sale. 

Thank you in advance from the Service Club. 
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One Great Hour of Sharing   
The Extra Mile for Sunday, March 16

th
 will be for the United Church of Christ’s One Great 

Hour of Sharing. One Great Hour of Sharing provides support to health, education, refugee, 

agricultural and emergency relief initiatives in 138 countries by working with local, national 

and international partners. 

The theme of One Great Hour of Sharing for this year is “We Are One”. 

We are the hungry. We are the thirsty. We are the sick, the homeless, the hurting. We are one 

with our sisters and brothers. And we will answer Christ’s call until we all are fed. 

Please give to One Great Hour of Sharing. 

 

Men’s 

 

Supper 
Wednesday, March 26, 6:30pm 

Our topic is Richard Rohr's writings in his book “From Wild Man to Wise Man (Reflections on 

masculine spirituality)”. 

We are looking at a few selected chapters that have been photocopied. If you do not have and 

would like copies of the readings, please contact Ross or the church office. 
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LENTEN BOOK DISCUSSION 

 

“A Religion of One’s Own: A Guide to Creating a Personal Spirituality in a Secular World” 

By Thomas Moore. 

Thursdays at 6:15pm & Sundays at 11:30am in the parlor, from March 20 through April 10. 

Good News: The Newburyport Public Library has access to 6-7 copies in the library consortium. No 

surprise that all of them are currently checked out! You can put a "hold" on a book there, and it will be 

shipped to Newburyport immediately after its due date. 

 

 

We were fortunate to have a confirmation class this year, and the three girls, Annika Ellis, Andrea 

Samuelson, and Chapel Allard are all doing quite well. Mentors Mary Lou Tyler, Keri Pennell, and 

Lynn Varney are surely also learning many things! We are discussing letters to teens from pastors, and 

reading the entire Gospel of John (could be a lifetime study for anyone, though we are glad to simply 

dip into main themes, as well as highlight things that catch our attention.) Like the early Christians we 

have some meetings in homes, and breaking bread together blessed us with that taste of Christian 

community. There is an overnight retreat with the UCC for the start of spring, March 21….. Talk to 

any confirmand or mentor to reflect upon Christian life in this modern world! 
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Breathe & Smile 
Gentle Chair Yoga/Tai Chi! 

Spring 2014 - March 20- May 22nd - 10 weeks 

Enjoy this yoga/tai chi class to help you breathe deeply and reduce stress! Simple breath 

exercises combined with healing movements and self massage help improve immunity, 

digestion, sleep patterns and help to relax our whole nervous system. All 12 organ systems are 

supported by the practice preventative medicine to help keep us healthy and well! Gentle on the 

joints, very relaxing and rejuvenating -all done sitting in a chair, with options to stand if you are 

able. Refreshment for body, mind, soul and spirit. Beginners welcome. 

Facilitated by Carla Mattioli M.A. Interfaith Minister 

Artist ,art therapist, yoga & tai chi practitioner has benefited from the study of many styles of 

yoga, dance, tai chi (Chinese yoga) Alexander technique and mindfulness meditation with Zen 

Master Thich Nhat Hahn. Teaching yoga now for over 14 years, Carla is certified in Yoga 

Instruction in the ViniYoga style which values adapting yoga to the individual needs of each 

student. Carla has also certified in Tai Chi Easy through the Institute of Integral Qigong and Tai 

Chi which can be done from a chair, l. She has taught gentle chair yoga in numerous retirement 

and assisted living communities across the North Shore. 

Time: Thursdays 1- 2 p.m. Cost: $100 for 10 weeks. 

Location: Belleville Congregational Church Hall 300 High Street, 

Newburyport, MA 01950 HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE. 

 

Contact Carla Mattioli to pre-register:(978)546-8018 www.awakearts.com 
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Advent Candle lighting 

 

 

  

  
  

 

The Mardi Gras Celebration at 

Belleville Church on Friday, 

 March 4 is going 

to be amazing!    Bring a 

partner and your dancing shoes! 

 

Desserts, coffee, and other 

beverages will be sold.  

 

Concert tickets ($15 in advance 

or $20 on the day of the show) 

and Dinner 

tickets ($15 in advance) are 

available at Dyno Records in 

Newburyport, 

online at 

http://www.bellevillechurch.org

/concerts.php or at Belleville 

Congregational Church.  Call 978-

465-7734 for more information.  

 

Dear Members and Friends of Belleville Congregational Church 

We hope that by starting this concert series, we will bring a variety 

of fine music to the Newburyport community, and we will raise 

money to repair and maintain our historic buildings.  We want the 

buildings to be a beautiful gathering place for many generations to 

come.   Check out our portion of the church’s website to learn 

more:  www.bellevillechurch.org/concerts.php 

Thanks to the committee members who are organizing this event:  

Ross Varney, Diane Crofts, Bob Crofts, John Stahl,  Ken Irwin, Donna 

Wilson Irwin, and  Bill Silsby.  In addition, Mary Lou Tyler, Bill Silsby, 

Matt Raywood, Kathy Raywood, Kristy Taylor, Bob Locke, Jim 

Marshall, Janet Woodman, Peggy Utterback and Sue Wolfendale are 

making contributions to the success of the series.  I am sure others 

of you will be available to help on the night of the event with 

ushering, ticket taking, baking, etc.   Thanks to all of you for your 

continued support and prayers for this adventure. 

We are putting up posters, sending out e-mails and trying to get 

coverage on radio and in newspapers.  Let me know if you see or 

hear anything about the concert.  If you know of other good places 

to advertise, let me know.  I’ll get you some color posters or black 

and white flyers.    

Thanks so much,   Maria Niswonger 

 

 

 

Community Service  suggests 

following items 
  

Juice packs 

coffee 

canned vegetables 

canned chicken 

canned beef stew 

spaghetti sauce 

peanut butter (creamy,only) 

jelly 

hamburger helper 

Easter Sunday, April 24 

 

Sunrise Service with Central Congregational 

Church and Salisbury Methodist  

Church at Salisbury Reservation at 6 AM 

 

Easter Service of Praise at 10 AM in the Meeting 

House 

  

 

 
 

 

                          

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 March      April 

5 Lily Delong    5 Kelly Burke-Anderson 

9 Cathie Gould    9 Wyatt Allard 

13 Gail Gandolfi    12 Lynne Hangen 

15 Hunter Anderson   15 Sue Heersink 

        Petey Conway 

17 Carter Jan    18 Nancy Canali 

19 Barbara Colten   21 Donald Jay 

21 Diana Bondar   23 Nancy Tsakirgis 

23 Steve Locke    24 Nancy Smith 

28 Diane Crofts    26 Tim Conway 

       27 Nancy Lewis 

       30 Mel Woodman 

 Service Club 

 

 

http://www.bellevillechurch.org/concerts.php
http://www.bellevillechurch.org/concerts.php
http://www.bellevillechurch.org/concerts.php
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 March      April 
2 Hunter Anderson & Jon Pearson   6 Gail Gandolfi & Shirley Locke 

9 Bob & Shirley Locke     13 Peggy Utterback & Carolyn Kyle 

16 Jean Kirkpatrick & Mardee Beauparlant  20            EASTER 

Jean Kirkpatrick, Kathy Raywood, 

         Gail Gandolfi & Sue Heersink 

23 Norma Dean & Judi Smith    27 Audrey Clarkson & Anna Guyette 

30 Ben & Sue Heersink 

 

 

  

Scripture readers 
 

   March     April 
55555  2 Peggy Utterback   6 Gail Gandolfi 

            9 Ben Heersink    13 Cathy Morrow 

            16 Emery Rice    20 Michelle Anderson 

23        23  Sue Heersink    27 Chapel Allard & Andrea Samuelson 

      30  30 Kelly Burke-Anderson 

 

If you cannot read on the date that you have been assigned, just call the next person on the list or 

send out an email and trade. 
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March hosts 

 
2 Mardee Beauparlant, Diana Bondar & Helen Hatcher 

9 Nancy Tsakirgis, Karen Conway & Marcia Samuelson 

16 Peggy Utterback, Rita Vreeland & Kelly Burke-Anderson 

23 Sue Wolfendale, Norma Dean & Jane Thomas 

30 Sue Heersink, Marion Spark & Diane Crofts 

 

 April Hosts 

 
6 Gail Gandolfi, Shirley Locke & Irene Bradford 

13 Sue Wolfendale, Deb Moore & Dorothy Williamson 

20 PALM SUNDAY Kathy Raywood, Lynn Varney & Carolyn Kyle 

27 EASTER Diane Crofts, Mary Lou Tyler & Jennifer Allard 

 

The first person listed is asked to please take charge of the coffee hour for that week and can notify the 

rest of the committee if needed.  This schedule is posted on the bulletin board. Please feel free to swap 

around with anyone if the assigned week is a conflict for you. Please let the office know if there is a 

change. 

 

The church will supply the napkins, cups, plates, coffee, cream, sugar and juice. 

 

Anyone can bring something for coffee hour even if it is not your week. You do not have to be listed to 

donate.  All donations are gratefully accepted. 
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Church Staff & Contact Information 

 

Pastor Ross Varney                978-462-4899 

Office hours:  Tuesday 11 AM - Noon;  

Wednesday & Thursday 10:30 AM - Noon;  

or by appointment, suggested Wed/Thur. 

evenings 

Please call to assure the pastor is available.  

 

Church Office                            978-465-7734 

Valerie Gates, Office Administrator 

Office hours:  Tuesday, Thursday and 

Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 

Church Email: bcchurch@worldpath.net 

Website:  www.bellevillechurch.org  

 

David Morrow, Organist/Choir Director 

Bob Locke, Sexton 

Newsletter Submissions 

Do you have an article that you would like to include in 

the monthly newsletter? 

If so, please submit your article to the church office by the 

20
th

 of each month. 

Thank you! 

Church Officers 

Moderator: William Silsby 

Clerk: Rita Vreeland 

Treasurer: Mary Lou Tyler 

Memorial Fund Treasurer: Kelly 

Burke-Anderson 

Auditor: Kathy Raywood 

Members-at-Large (Ex. Board) 

Contact Persons 

Board of Fellowship & Outreach: 

Diane Crofts 

Board of Worship & Education: 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 

Board of Stewardship & Finance: 

Hans Erwich, Jim Samuelson 

UCC Delegate: Emery Rice 

Sunday School Coordinator 

Pam Ellis 

 

Flower Coordinator 

Shirley Locke 

 

Hospitality Coordinator 

Steve & Lori Wiswell 

Belleville Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

300 High Street 

Newburyport, MA 01950 

978-465-7734 

bcchurch@worldpath.net 

bellevillechurch.org 

mailto:bcchurch@worldpath.net
mailto:bcchurch@worldpath.net

