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January, 2017 

News & Views 

 

Dear Friends,  

     On Christmas Eve, a little girl, about 5 or 6 years old, 

came to the front to sing a song, and did quite well, with 

a little help from my finger pointing to the words. She 

seemed very happy to be up front getting some special 

attention.  The same little girl, at the end of the service, 

came over to me at the door inconsolably in tears. What 

on earth happened I wondered?  Was the service too 

long?  Sibling or discipline problem?  Surprise, 

surprise.... during what most of us experience as a 

sacred time, singing Silent Night with our candles lit, hot 

wax dripped through the paper shield onto her tender 

hand!  The end of an otherwise glorious, light-filled 

service with a robust attendance. 

     Lessons learned...... well, we obviously need to get 

new shields for next year ........ but at a deeper level, 

what a lesson about the night itself, the "Incarnation," 

the word becoming flesh, becoming fully human, both 

for joy and for sorrow.  We remember Jesus' words, 

"Let the little children come unto me” and "of such is 

the Kingdom of God."  Children are so transparent 

about their ups and downs, their tears and laughter, 

their sadness and joy; we always learn from children. 

We remember that Jesus himself "grew in wisdom and 

stature,” that Jesus had many vulnerable childhood 

years, and that Jesus wept at times of loss and agony. 

The central lesson of Christmas is that "The Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us," so that every 

"incarnate" act of tenderness or kindness to soothe a 

hurting world is critical to following Jesus. 

     Jesus spoke of being "the Way, the Truth, and the 

Life."  Well, that Way is the way of vulnerability and 

honesty, shown to us by Jesus and by children.   Since 

there are many mishaps and tears in life, Jesus' way is 

also the way of tender care and forgiveness. Evil is 

enfleshed in this world, so acts of goodness and healing 

must be enfleshed even more. I know that Mom's kisses 

couldn't quickly take away a burn feeling; we’re sorry 

dear little girl that we had some worn out candle shields, 

we trust your finger is now healed, and we promise to 

protect you better next year!   May 2017 be a year filled 

with tender care and specific acts of kindness that are 

needed to wipe away tears and bring smiles!  

Ross 

Belleville Congregational Church 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

of the United Church of Christ 

MISSION OF BELLEVILLE CHURCH 

Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus Christ, we 

seek to be a welcoming, affirming, and healing 

congregation.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we are 

inspired to grow and be renewed through our 

worship, fellowship, Scripture study and the 

sharing of our gifts. Strengthened by God’s love 

and guidance, we strive to serve with compassion 

those in need, both near and far. 
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2017 CALENDAR 

 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 

10am Worship 

2 

7pm CODA 

3 

4:15 Godspell 

planning 

meeting in the 

Stage Room 

4 

9-12 Thrift Shop 

5 

5:45pm Bible 

Exploration 

7pm Choir 

practice 

6 

6pm Godspell 

auditions 

 

7 

9-12 Thrift Shop 

9 3MB Fencing 

11am Godspell 

auditions 

8 

10am Worship 

11:15 Youth choir 

rehearsal 

9 

7pm CODA 

 

10 

9am Worship 

& Education  

11 

9-12 Thrift Shop 

 

12 

5:45pm Bible 

Exploration 

7pm Choir 

practice  

 

13 14 

9- 12 Thrift Shop 

9 3MB Fencing 

9-10:30 

Women’s coffee 

& conversation 

in the Parlor 

15 

10am Worship 

11:15 Youth choir 

rehearsal 

 

16 

7pm CODA 

7:15 NCS rehearsal 

in the stage room 

17 

 

18 

9-12 Thrift Shop 

6pm Men’s 

Fellowship Dinner 

7:30pm 

Stewardship & 

Finance 

19 

5:45pm Bible 

Exploration 

7pm Choir 

practice  

20 

 

21 

9-12 Thrift Shop 

9 3MB Fencing 

8pm Roots 

Concert 

Ronstadt 

Generations 

22 

10am Worship 

11:15 Youth 

Choir rehearsal 

 

23 

7pm CODA 

24 

 

25 

9- 12 Thrift Shop 

7pm Executive 

Board 

26 

5:45pm Bible 

Exploration 

7pm Choir 

practice 

27 24 

9-12 Thrift Shop 

9 3MB Fencing 

29 

10am Worship 

11:15 Youth choir 

rehearsal 

30 

7pm CODA 

 

31 

 

    



3 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

NOTE DATE CHANGE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

January 2017      February 2017 

1 Bob Locke      2 Rory Schmidt 

5 Kip Tyler      2 Deb Moore 

10 Caden Allard     3 Peggy Utterback 

12 James Guyette     4 Robert Gould 

16 Jennifer Donovan    12 E.J. Dean 

23 Robert Crofts     13 Emery Rice 

23 Nicole Samuelson    15 Dot Williamson 

26 Jim Samuelson     15 Marion Spark 

26 Andrea DeGiovanni    16 Nancy Brown 

26 Joe DeGiovanni     22 George Beauparlant 

        24 Luke Ganfolfi 

        27 Anna May Guyette 

        28 Jamie Gandolfi 
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Ronstadt Generations  y Los Tusconenses in Concert on 

Saturday, January 21st at 8:00PM 
Belleville Roots Music presents Ronstadt Generations y Los Tusconenses. Representing 5 

generations in North America, Ronstadt Generations continues the family musical 

traditions with brothers Michael G. (guitar/vocals) and Petie Ronstadt (bass/vocals). They 

present an exciting repertoire that preserves the traditional Southwestern and Mexican 

songs of their heritage while offering innovative original material. New compositions put 

them on the cutting edge of multiple, blended genres, stretching the boundaries of folk, 

blues, world, jazz and beyond. Rich harmonies are sung in English and Spanish. 

Joining the Ronstadt Generations is y Los Tusconenses composed of Alex Flores (tenor 

saxophone/vocals), Sam Eagon (bass) and Aaron Emery (percussionist/drummer). They 

add a colorful dimension to an already powerful presentation that respects tradition while 

exploring innovation. 

Tickets are $20 in advance/$25 day of show/$10 children 18 and under. 
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Youth Choir rehearses Sunday mornings after the worship service. Come and make a 

joyful noise to the Lord! 

 

 

 

 
The adult choir rehearses Thursday evenings at 7pm. New members always welcome! 

Come and lend your voice! 
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Belleville Church Thrift Shop 

 
Come by and see whatôs new!  The thrift shop is  

open every Wednesday and Saturday 9am ï noon. 

 

The next Menõs Fellowship Dinner 

will be in January 18, 2017 

 
Wednesday, January 18th, 2017  

6:00pm gathering, 6:30 supper 
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S 

Service Club Annual Rummage Sale 
 

March 25 from 9am ð 1pm. Please bring your donations to the dining room downstairs 

 

 

 

 
Please join us for Womenõs coffee & conversation on 

Saturday, January 14th from 9am ð 10:30 in the Parlor. 
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Spiritual Spa, February, 2017 in Ipswich 

 

Dear friends, 

 

Are you looking for a great Christmas gift for the person who has everything?  Or perhaps 

you might need a treat for yourself.   How about a fun and relaxing weekend at a ñSpiritual 

Spaò this February 11-12?   

 

For just $185, participants will receive individual accommodations at the Notre Dame 

Spirituality Center in Ipswich, MA (a tranquil 100-acre abbey just minutes from the Atlantic 

Ocean), 4 meals, and a meaningful and uplifting retreat program exploring our ñspiritual 

personalitiesò including contemporary movie clips, artistic creations, guided meditations and 

more.   

 

A flyer is attached containing more details as well as a Registration Form with instructions 

on how to sign up directly with the Spirituality Center.  If you have any questions, please 

donôt hesitate to contact me. 

 

Blessings, 

~Marie 

 

*** I know Rev. Marie Lucca, through UCC Northeast Association. She would be a fine 

leader on a very good topic!  And the retreat setting is in close by Ipswich, quiet grounds, 

with a chapel that has beautiful stain glass in front of Jesus, with "streams of living 

water."  

Ross  

Spa registration form.pdf
 

Retreat Flyer .pdf
 

 

***  Copies of the flyer and registration form are on the rack outside the office door. 
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COFFEE HOUR 

 
 
 

  January 

1 New Years; Day ð no coffee hour 

8 Nancy Canali, Dorothy Williamson & Carolyn Kyle 

15 Nancy Canali, Gail Gandolfi & Carol Beauparlant 

22 Shirley Locke, Karen Conway & Marcia Samuelson 

29 Mary Lou Tyler, Diane Crofts & Jennifer Allard 

 

      February 

5 Sue Wolfendale, Deb Moore &Lynn Varney 

12 Diane Crofts, Steve Wiswell & Carol Beauparlant 

19 no coffee hour ð Presidentsõ Day 

 26 Janet Woodman, Marion Spark & Jean Kirkpatrick 
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USHERS 
Communion is the first Sunday of each month 

  January     February 

1 Kathy Raywood & Norma Dean 5 The Burke-Anderson Family 

8 The DeGiovanni Family 12 Carolyn Kyle & Amy Schmidt 

15 Jean Kirkpatrick & Shirley Locke 19 Jean Kirkpatrick & Gail Gandolfi 

22 Dan Fay & Jon Pearson 26 Mardee Beauparlant & Carol Beauparlant 

28 Ben Heersink & Peggy Utterback 

 

 
 

January     February 
1 Carolyn Kyle    5 Gail Gandolfi 

8 Lynn Varney    12 Peggy Utterback 

15 Bill Silsby     19 Ben Heersink 

22 Barbara Colten    26 Kelly Burke-Anderson 

29 Emery Rice 
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Church Staff & Contact Information 

 

Pastor Ross Varney                978-462-4899 

Office hours:  Tuesday 11 AM – 12:30  

Wednesday & Thursday 10:30 AM - Noon;  

or by appointment. 

 

Church Office                            978-465-7734 

Valerie Gates, Office Administrator 

Office hours:  Tuesday, Thursday and 

Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 

Church Email: bcchurch@worldpath.net 

Website:  www.bellevillechurch.org  

 

Andrea DeGiovanni, Organist & Music 

Director 

 

Bob Locke, Sexton 

Newsletter Submissions 

Do you have an article that you would like to include in 

the monthly newsletter? 

If so, please submit your article to the church office by the 

25th of each month. 

Thank you! 

Church Officers 

Moderator: Kelly Burke-Anderson 

Clerk: Kathy Raywood 

Treasurer: Jim Samuelson 

Collector: Norma Dean 

Memorial Fund Treasurer:  

Auditor: 

Members-at-Large (Ex. Board) 

Shirley Locke & Ben Heersink 

Contact Persons 

Board of Fellowship & Outreach: 

Audrey Clarkson 

Board of Worship & Education: 

Gail Gandolfi  

Board of Stewardship & 

Finance:  Hans Erwich 

UCC Delegate:  

Sunday School Coordinator 

 

 

Flower Coordinator 

Shirley Locke 

 

Hospitality Coordinator 

Audrey Clarkson 

Belleville Congregational Church 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

of the United Church of Christ 

 

300 High Street 

Newburyport, MA 01950 

978-465-7734 

bcchurch@worldpath.net 

bellevillechurch.org 

mailto:bcchurch@worldpath.net
mailto:bcchurch@worldpath.net

