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MISSION OF BELLEVILLE

CHURCH
Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus

Christ, we seek to be a welcoming,

affirming, and healing congregation. Led by
the Holy Spirit, we are inspired to grow and
be renewed through our worship, fellowship,
Scripture study and the sharing of our gifts.
Strengthened by God’s love and guidance,
we strive to serve with compassion those in

need, both near and far.
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Dear Friends,

Where is spring? This was the winter that wouldn't quit! |
think the bears went back into hibernation, and the birds
went back south! I suppose my impatience is speaking, and
long memory would say we've had much harsher winters in
the past. And by the time you read this, temps may well be in
the 60's with snow all melted! Spring and Easter often go
together in our minds; resurrection images are easy to find in
nature in springtime.

So when spring seems late, and Resurrection seems elusive,
what are we to do? In our Lenten book study, A Religion of
One's Own, Thomas Moore advocates ""going deep!™* Perhaps
the test of any religion is precisely when we feel like we are in
a long winter in our soul, the times when hardships seem to
outweigh the lighter and joyful times of life. To ""go deep"" in
any religion is to set aside time to ponder, to pay attention, to
focus on its teachings or symbols. We have a culture that often
advocates trying out all paths, letting children choose for
themselves, etc. Moore points to a drawback, quoting Simone
Weil who says that a **synthesis of religion™ can imply a
"lower quality of attention." It can imply a kind of dabbling, a
scratching the surface, without reaching the deeper springs of
spiritual sustenance.

Lent is indeed known as a time of waiting, yes, even hardship
and testing..... as it commemorates Jesus 40 days in the
wilderness. The Jewish Passover Seder also remembers the
time of Israel's suffering in Egypt, the exodus from Egypt, and
also the 40 years in the wilderness. Honesty about suffering in
this life is part of our spiritual growth, and the road to lasting
liberation. Too often we hide our tears and feelings of loss.
Too often acts of violence and retaliation are the acting out a
loss well below the surface of things. The white ribbon
breakfast for Jeanne Geiger Crisis center made this crystal
clear; far too many relationship breakups result in violence,
even murder, by people who have not learned how to grieve.
Honesty about life's limitations and losses leads to the deeper
places of soul and spirit. It helps us live courageously, rather
than take out our frustrations, disappointments and feelings
of loss on another person, lashing out at life and others. Even
if tears well up, especially if tears flow, we begin to find the
deep resources of love that we call God, or the Spirit of Christ.
May we remember that Holy Week for Christians is also
called ""Passion Week," representing Jesus' deep passion or
compassion for this world of filled with woes. Love truly
conquers all, and love is the power of Resurrection.

May we ""go deep'" this spring, may we abide in and focus on
God's self-giving love, for the changing seasons of our lives.
Ross Varney, Pastor
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through Music
The Holmes Brothers
Saturday, April 5, 2014 at 8pm

The Holmes Brothers have been playing a joyous and moving blend of blues, g;)spel,
soul, R&B, rock ‘n’ roll and country together for over 30 years. Their amazing three-
part harmony singing brings the soul and spirit of gospel music into everything they
perform. The band easily blends Saturday night’s roadhouse rock with the gospel
fervor and harmonies of Sunday morning’s church service.

Click here to listen to The Holmes Brothers singing Amazing Grace.


http://bellevillechurch.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=28b9b8da13&id=79a7937a3a&e=fd1efa27bb

The von Trapps

Tuesday, April 29, 2014 at 7:30 pm

Back by popular demand! Sofia (25), Melanie (23), Amanda (22), and August (18)
von Trapp are the great grandchildren of Captain and Maria von Trapp from the
beloved musical Sound of Music. In addition to performing at Belleville in October
2011, the von Trapps have toured and traveled over five continents — Europe,

Australia, Asia, Africa and North America - delighting their audiences everywhere!

They have appeared in concert at the Hollywood Bowl, The Sydney Opera House, The Forbidden City in Beijing, Seoul

Square, Korea, the Grand Ole Opry, Austin City Limits and at La Nuit des Choeurs Festival in Belgium. The von Trapps

made their Carnegie Hall debut in December 2012 with Pink Martini and the New York Pops Orchestra.

Advance tickets are available at:
e B e | Coagregatidna Church, 300 High Street, Newburyport
e Church Of fice-=9amtodpm Thur s, Fri
e Thrift Shopamtowon & Sat
e Dyno Records, 1 Middle Street, Newbur yport

And online at:
www.mktix.com/bc

Get your tickets early and save!

Tickets are general admission for the Holmes Brothers: $30 in advance; $35 day of show. $10 for ages 18 and under

For the von Trapps concert:

e $45 for preferential seating in advance (available only at Belleville Church Office)
e $30 for general admission in advance, $35 day of show
e $10 for ages 18 and under


http://bellevillechurch.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=28b9b8da13&id=87fe69ec1a&e=fd1efa27bb
http://bellevillechurch.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=28b9b8da13&id=92a637ff61&e=fd1efa27bb

The thrift shop is open every Wednesday and Saturday 9am — noon.
Come by and see what’s new.

SERVICE CLUB

On Tuesday, April 8th the Service Club will be meeting in the Bannister Room at 1:30. Steve
Wiswell will be doing another one of his wonderful video presentations. After refreshments, we
will be setting up for the Rummage Sale. On Friday morning, April 9", at 9 AM, we will be
finishing up any items not marked. We hope you can come and see how great Steve is, as well
as help us with Saturday's (April 12th) Rummage Sale. For questions about the sale, please feel
free to call Sue Wolfendale.

[UMMAGE

Our annual Rummage Sale will be Saturday April 12th from 9 to 1. Please drop off donations
in the dining room. Thank you in advance from the Service Club.
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Supper

Wednesday, April 30, 6:30pm
Our topic is Richard Rohr's writings in his book “From Wild Man to Wise Man (Reflections on
masculine spirituality)o.
We are looking at a few selected chapters that have been photocopied. If you do not have and
would like copies of the readings, please contact Ross or the church office.

LENTEN BOOK DISCUSSION
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“A Religion of One’s Own: A Guide to Creating a Personal Spirituality in a Secular World”
By Thomas Moore.
Thursdays at 6:15pm & Sundays at 11:30am in the parlor, through April 10.
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April
Kelly Burke-Anderson
Wyatt Allard
Lynne Hangen
Sue Heersink
Petey Conway
Nancy Canali
Donald Jay
Nancy Tsakirgis
Nancy Smith
Tim Conway
Nancy Lewis
Mel Woodman
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David Morrow
Robert Gandolfi
Chapel Allard
Hans Erwich
Jean Hansen
Jeanne Mantarian
Tayla Ipbuken
Daryl Fay
Jen Lovejoy Gandolfi
Norma Dean



http://www.bellevillechurch.org/concerts.php
http://www.bellevillechurch.org/concerts.php
http://www.bellevillechurch.org/concerts.php

Scripture readers

April May
6 Gail Gandolfi 4 Barbara Colten
13 Cathy Morrow — Palm Sunday 11 Gail Gandolfi
20 Michelle Anderson - Easter 18 Barbara Habelt

27 Chapel Allard & Andrea Samuelson 25 Carolyn Kyle

If you are not available to read on the date that you have been assigned, just call the next person on

the list or send out an email and trade.

April May

Gail Gandolfi & Shirley Locke 4 Ben Heersink & Jon Pearson

PALM SUNDAY

13 Peggy Utterback & Carolyn Kyle 11 Ataan Kurgun & Keri Pennell
20 EASTER 18 Jean Kirkpatrick & Norma Dean
Jean Kirkpatrick Kathy Raywood,
Gail Gandolfi & Sue Heersink 25 Mardee Beauparlant & Audrey Clarkson

27 Audrey Clarkson & Anna Guyette
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April Hosts

Gail Gandolfi, Shirley Locke & Irene Bradford

PALM SUNDAY Sue Wolfendale, Deb Moore & Dorothy Williamson
EASTER Kathy Raywood, Lynn Varney & Carolyn Kyle

Diane Crofts, Mary Lou Tyler & Jennifer Allard

May Hosts

Audrey Clarkson, Jean Kirkpatrick & Helen Hatcher
MOTHER’S DAY Bill Silsby, Bob Locke & Ben Heersink
Janet Woodman, Rita Vreeland & Pam Ellis
MEMORIAL DAY No Coffee Hour

The first person listed is asked to please take charge of the coffee hour for that week and
can notify the rest of the committee if needed. This schedule is posted on the bulletin
board. Please feel free to swap around with anyone if the assigned week is a conflict for
you. Please let the office know if there is a change.

The church will supply the napkins, cups, plates, coffee, cream, sugar and juice.

Anyone can bring something for coffee hour even if it is not your week. You do not have to
be listed to donate. All donations are gratefully accepted.



Lily Ordr Form

The details

The cost of each plant is $9.75 (cash or check made payable to Belleville Church).
Payment may be put in the collection plate, flower coordinator’s mailbox or mailed to the
church office. Please attach a completed order form to your payment. The deadline for
orders is Palm Sunday, April 13, 2014.

Order Information
Numbers of plants:

In honor of:

In celebration of:

In memory of:

Given by:

Please check one of the following:
I will take the plant after the service.
Please have the plant sent to a shut -in, nursing home, etc.

Questions:
Please contact Shirley Locke at 978-432-8432
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Belleville Congregational Church
‘United Church of Christ
300 High Street
Newburyport, MA 01950
978-465-7734
bcchurch@worldpath.net
bellevillechurch.org

Church Staff & Contact Information Newsletter Submissions
Do you have an article that you would like to include in
Pastor Ross Varney 978-462-4899 the monthly newsletter?
Office hours: Tuesday 11 AM - Noon; If so, please submit your article to the church office by the
Wednesday & Thursday 10:30 AM - Noon; 20t of each month.
or by appointment, suggested Wed/Thur. Thank you!
evenings
Please call to assure the pastor is available.
Church Office 978-465-7734
Valerie Gates, Office Administrator
Office hours: Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday 9a.m. to 1 p.m.
Church Email: bechurch@worldpath.net
Website: www.bellevillechurch.org
David Morrow, Organist/Choir Director
Bob Locke, Sexton
Church Officers Contact Persons Sunday School Coordinator

Moderator: William Silsby
Clerk: Rita Vreeland

Board of Fellowship & Outreach: Pam Ellis

Diane Crofts

Treasurer: Mary Lou Tyler
Memorial Fund Treasurer: Kelly
Burke-Anderson

Board of Worship & Education: Flower Coordinator
Kelly Burke-Anderson Shirley Locke

Board of Stewardship & Finance:

Auditor: Kathy Raywood
Members-at-Large (Ex. Board)

Hans Erwich, Jim Samuelson Hospitality Coordinator
UCC Delegate: Emery Rice Steve & Lori Wiswell


mailto:bcchurch@worldpath.net
mailto:bcchurch@worldpath.net

